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CHARLES FRENCH

In the early fifties a small boy might have heen seen chasing
butterflics and gathering wildflowers on the moors and hills of
Cheltenham, where lie and his family lived. This was Charles
IFrench, one of the founders of the Field Naturalists’ Club of
Victoria. Iighty years afterwards. now a man of nincty-three,
Charles French died, and was buried on the hill where he had
played and collected as a hoy.

Charles French was horn in Lewisham, Keut, on 10th Septem-
her, 1840. His father died when the hoy was quite voung, and his
mother again married, the step-father being Mr. Weatherall. The
family came to Australia and settled at Cheltenham in 1832,
‘I'here was little settlemient in those days, and the road to the farm
was known as Weatherall's Road. The name remains to-day as
Weatherall Road.

Charles French was born with the naturalist’s instinct, for he
collected butterflies in Iingland as a boy. At Cheltenham he re-
ceived much discouragement in his bent, for farni work and land
clearing were to be considered long before natural history. When
quite a vonug lad lic was sent on several trips to the goldfields,
assisting in the loading of bullock drays going to Bendigo.

However, in 1838, his bent asserting itself, he was apprenticed
10 a nurservman at Hawthorn, James Scott.  Scott’s nursery was
in Burwood Road, most of the original site being now occupied
by the Hawthorn railway station. Scott’s brick house is still
standing, next to the station. From this nursery Charles French
wheeled a large number of elm trees in a wheelbarrow, along
Jurwood Road, Bridge Road, and Wellington Parade to the Fitz-
roy Gardens, where Mr, Dickford was Curator. These are the
famous elms which now give so much shade in those lovely gar-
dlens. Again, he wheeled many trees to the Burnlev Horticultural
Gardens, and he himself planted from a small pot what is now
ome of the finest specimens of the Californian Redwood, Sequaiu
gigantea, in the State,

It was lere that he first saw Baron von Mueller, then Dr.
Mueller, who was riding his white pony, setting ont on one of his
long botanical journevs into the mountains. Mr. French retains
with pride the testimonial given to the young man by James
Scott, after he had served his apprenticeship.  From Scott’s nur-
sery he went 1o Alex. Dogie’s nursery in South Yarra, and then
to that of Joseph Harris, which was situated o the east side of
what is now the South Yarra railway station.  Here lie again met
Dr. Mueller, and formed a life friendship with the botanist.

In 1864 French was appointed by Dr. Mueller to take charge
o1 propagating work and the management of the glass-houses
at the Melbourne Botanic Gardens, taking up his residence in the
girdens house in Anderson Street.

At the Gardens he had {ull scope for his natnral history inclina-
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tion, for he often told me that he was afraid that he spent a ot
of his time nctting butterflies.  1lis after life shows that the ume
was not wasted. o 1881 he was advanced to the more important
position ol custodian of the Botanical Muscum, wnder Daron v
AMueller,

Fven in the carly davs, as now, the question of timber-horng
mmseets was a vital one, and Charles Freneh was requested o
contribute an article to the Annual Report of the Department f

Charles French, Senior

Agriculture in 1874, This he did, the article heing well-illustrat «d
with wood cuts ot many native heetles. This 1= probably the fi7-t
entomological article published 10 Victoria,

In 1839 the Government decided 10 appoint an entomologist, o
deal with and advise about insect pests, and French was appointed.
He soon got to work, and in 1801 published Violume 1 oof his
Destructioe Tnsects of ictorie,  Thaght thousand  coples  avete
issued, and this volume is now out of print.  Four additional
volumes were tssued, the Tast appearing in 1911, This 15 a monua-
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mental work, and the woloanved plates.af wlich there are several
Uazen, were ol executed under his supervision. He wrote a sixth
volume. also witl colonred plates. dealmg with besieficial insects.
This valume was never published, and now I suggest that the
Chab consider the question of having tlus volume puhlished, (o
comiglere Tis hie work,

AL Fremch's stggestion an interstate conference o gwscuss o
umform Vevu.m(m Diseases Act was held in Melbourvne, resuiting
el permavent good,  He laid the foundation of seientific
iiuit tree und other phut gpraying in Vietorin. i 1982 he initiated
the Arst fumigacion of citrus trees Tar red seale with hydrocyanc
Zas, norreatment ow i common practice. Tn 1907 he atrended
an Jaternavinhal Conference of Entomologists in Londun; and in
0 he rewreed. full of honours, a great public servant, heing s
coedegl by his son, Charles Trepch the second,

b oArst wey Charles French in 1891, when he gave me a copy of
Tis st voimmne. | collectert for him when living in the Mallee aud
i East Gippsland  In 1902 T juimd his stafl as a fcld officer, and
eripteeed Tia imendship as chidef Tor g5 vears. when he retived,  He
wes @ osplendhd chief. alwiys helptol and <ol of fncmllv acdvice.
He wits o welcome visitor amung the orehardises, ane as an ECniii-
hic entomelodsn, he was nutstanding.

He wis o Fullow af the Rayal Sacicty of Epgland, Fellow of
the Linpean Sotiery of Lundon, and Fellow oi the Secicty of Isis
PDeesclen.

As like 15 anvacted to like. Charles 'sench soon found kindred
SPEILE 1) thc vatyal histpry werld, Thus there patherad together
with hisg a vamber of young men, nut.).biv Dudley Best, |, L.
Dixon, David Keesbaw, and Frandis Barsard. These {rends met
Treguently at the home i the Botanie Gardens from the sixres
ta the gighties, discussing their hobbics, waed setring terth ony their
ritmifrles mgctl\u. Ihen vambles mclnded tong ‘walks inra the
oo ar Brighton, the bush at Sandringham, and the tree oty
Al Wew.

Dne day a Claly was suggestad ; the matter was frequently dis
cnsseel, andd al Jast 1t was decidled to advestise a meeting, inviting
natare lovers tnomeet for the pipase of forming the Club, While
the "eonspirators” were proceedng 1o the meeting they were a liaid
1h‘u: there would be no mae there. ad when thw arrived 4l che

appoirted place they were airaid of the whole praject jor a large
aumher was .m.r.uted hy the suggestion.  Thns an the 17ch \h\
18800, at a mecting in the Athenaeam, in Collins Streer, the C “lieth—
oar Club—was mau-rmmul. and with Pyofessor MeCov as Presi-
dene, Dudley Best as Secvetayy, Charies French being o meniber
o Committee.

in his Botanie Gardens davs, French was an enthusiastic and
sucesssful cultivalor of native ferps and orvehids, He was this
well glalificd to write on rhese subjects. The first paper read st
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the Club meetings was one by French on Victorian ferns. ‘Thiz
is published in the Soutlern Science Record from 1830 to 1882
This was followed by The Lycopadiacee of Victovia, alsa pub-
lished n the Soutiery Science Record of 1882,

His papers on Victorian Qrchids were vead from 1884 to 1887,
the hrst appearing in Volume I, No. 1, ai the Victerian Nuturalist.
He wrote and published many articles in the Natusnlict on botany
and entomology; he issuted many Departrmental Bulleting when
Gaovernment Entomologist ; and thus he undouhtedly Jaid the foun-
dations ol entomology in this State,

The interest of the Club was always in the heart of our friend,
and on every occasion that we met, he would ask, “And how is
the Club getting on?’ It should be noted thar it was always “the”
Club—it was the only Club o far as he was concerned, Tt was
an unfailing pleasure to him to note for fifty-three years the pro-
gress of the Club, the jubilee of which he was permitted to see.
His last illness was only of a few hours’ duration, and on 21st May
last, full of hanour and respect, he passed quietly away from us.

E. E. PESCOTT, F L5,

“THE INSECT BOOK"

There 1§ just to hand number one of ten Nature books hy recog-
nized authorities dealing with Australian fauna and flora in o
simple, popnlar way, and designed as an mtroduction in Nature
study for children and heginners, The “Shakespeare Fead Aus-
tralian Wature Books' are published by “The Shakespearc Ilead
Press Ltd.,” Sydney, under the general editorship of David G
Stead, F.L.S., an experienced natnralist and author of many books
on scientific subjects.

The first af the series, The fusect Boak, is by our Torenios
Australian entomelogist, Walter W. Froggatt, ¥F.I..5., FE.S.,
FR.G.S,. formerly Government Entomologist and Special Forest
Entomologist of New South Wales. The hook is well pritted.
fully illustrated, written in simple Janguage, and should be a vala-
able guide to any beginuers in the attractive siudy of jusects. Tech-
nical names are avolded as wuch ag possible, and vervactilar natnes
used for the insects described. This handy litlle work, price two
shillings, is a promising forerunner of the series.

Mr. Stead 15 ro be congratulared on his vndertaking, and we
wish him success in his venture. Ilis Excellency, Sir Phillip
(Gamc. in a pertinent foreword to the series, writes i —

“l feel that the number of potential students in Aunstralia is
legion, and that a great many people, young and sld, simply await
the advent of the necessary keys to enable them to tinlock Nature’s
storehouse and enjoy the treasures. . . . Nature handhooks of
this type are a very certain means of aiding in the preservatiny of
wild life and beautiful fora.” -




